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Indulgence: Clockwise from top, the Boat House
lounge; relaxing at sunset; the three-level house at
Little Wobby Beach; the Indoor pool
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The Hawkesbury has it all, writes Claire Harvey.

WE can handle sipping cham-
pagne in the spa and watching the
sun set over the water. We're q_ul:LE
comfortable frolicking in the
indoor pool, and perfectly happy
discussing whether we can muster
the energy Lo take the elevator
upstairs for a game of billiards.

But everyone has their limits —
and when a lttle boat arrives at
our private jetty and a man leaps
ashore halding a platter of fresh
sealond for our dinner, things
have officially become ridiculous.

We're staying at Boat House on
Hawkesbury, a six-bedroom holi-
day house on the river, across from
Dangar Island and Brooklyn.

The house, built in the glori-
ously heady 19803, is 4 throwback
to the days when spectacular
excess was the norm — and we're
soaking up eavery nostalgic
maoment of luxury.

It startz on a Sunday morning
at the Sydney Seaplanes’ jetty at
Rose Bay, where my friend Jong-
thon and I board a beautiful
vintage Dyv Havilland Beaver air-
craft — another relic of a bygone
age — and take off above the city,

“These alrcraft were made un-
il the late "80s" pilot Jeff Dun-
AWAY SAYE, D-I‘ﬂuﬂl}'.

“Thert are still several hun-
dred of them in the air.”

The obvious question — what
happened to all the rest? — can
walt for another time, when we
are on solid ground.

For now, there's no time to
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worry: we are zipping north up
the coastline, swooping over
Manly and Freshwater and Cuarl
Curl before turning left into the
Hawkesbury mouth and drop-
ping down to an isolated — and
apparently unoccupied — strip of
sand, Gunya Beach.

“This s where you're being
collected,” says Jeff mysteriously,
depositing our bags on the sand,
before climbing back in his plane
and taking off,

S0 there we are, alone together
on our beach, wondering exactly
what happens next,

Jonathon, an intrepld type be
gins to think of survival, and goes
off to locate a source of frésh water.

I've got & more important con-
cern: trying to tie a knot in my
skirt to stop it blowing up around
my legs. Mote to female travel-
lers: do not wear a skirt on or
around a seaplane, or on a remote
Hawkesbury beach on a windy
day. There's a reason they im-
vented shorts.

By the time my skirt is under
control, the next part of our
adventure begins: a water taxi
arrives to whisk us off to the Boat
House, a short distance north
across the river mouth.
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“A lot of Sydneysiders just
don't seem to know the Hawkes-
bury’s here.” says Rick Stockley,
the awner of Marine Cabs, “so
they drive straighi past on their
way Lo the Central Const, whien
the beaches here are just as nice,”

He's right neither of us has
been up here before,

For most 8ydney residents, the
phrase “weekend away” means
something much more far-flung
than this; the Blue Mountains or
the ocean beaches further north.

It's a shame, for the Hawkes
bury is a haven of glittering
waters, secluded beaches and
romantic restaurants.

And. as we're aboul to find out,

Serene: The view over the sparkling Hawkesbury River as seen from the balcony of the Boal House

] g TN

the area alzo boASLS S0me Serious-
Iy flash accommaodation.

We arrive at the Boat House's
little jetty, nestled into the shore
of Brisbane Water National
Fark, unlond our bags and try to
keep stradght faces while the
Boat House's owners, Kevin and
Laoretta Pearson, reveal their
four levels of apulence.

The place was bullt in the late
19802 by & rool-gutliering mag
nate for whom money, clearly,
was no object, and has been a
haoliday rental for several years.

Onee Lhey've shown us around.
Kevin and Loretta take off and
leave us to get on with doing as
little as possible.
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® There are hot and cold
prawns, an entire baked fish,

lobster; we've barely room for
the chocolates and cheese

we found in the fridge ®

The house isnt really suitable
for small children — lots of stairs
— but ideal for a weekend party of
adults or a large extended family,

There are six double bedrooms,
each with its own spa-bath and en
suite, an enormous living and
cnleriainment aréea (complete
with billiards table), sprawling
vierandahs with barbecues and a
commercial-sized Kitehen stocked
with a lunch platter, champagne,
a bottle of red wine and tomorrow
I'ﬂll:-!‘ﬁiﬁﬁ's breakiast poodies.

It would be perfect for an
autumn or winter escape;
although there are several
beaches within hiking distanes,
its ol a very beachy place

AEST B Al 2O0FD ol S e comchbaon e Jf e

waww. sundaytelegraph.com.au  THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH

maore [or messing about in boals,

or Just messing around with
champagne, which i much more
our style.

SO, and did T bhappen o men
tion the elevator?

As I lounge on the rooftop
reading my book, Jonathon de
lights in golng up and down
between floors to fetch unneces-
saries — maore champagne, &
alack af magnFEines, strawberries.

Its not that we actually need
anything. moreé the novelly of a
private Wit It oceurs to us, how-
ever, that if the Lift suddenly
malfunctioned, we might be in a
bit of strife; what would we say
after we pressed the emergency
button, Jf'l'.'l-l'lﬁ-liﬂ-l}l‘iﬁﬂ: we don't
know the address of this plaoe,
beyvond the vaguest of locations?

“Ah, were stuck in a lift some-
where on the Hawkesbury., Near
Little Wobby Beach, Kind of
across from Dangar Island, In 4
very fancy house with a jetty. Nexi
to all the other ones with jetties.”

Burely the neighbours would
rescue us, They seem like @
friendly lot when we venture
out for a pre-dinner stroll, we
wind our way through the front
and back gardens of the nearby
holiday houses and permanent
homes, saying hello to the family
groups and couples out enjoying
the late-alternoon sunshine.
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Hawkesbury River

Getting thers: Sydney
Seaplares, 33688 1978,
www. seaplanes. oom.au;
Marine Cabs, 0448 101 010;
transters from Brookhmn from
i $30, according to numbser of
passengers and destination,
WA MAannacabs com.ay

| Stay: Boat House on
Hawkesbury, 9985 8505,
whww, Doathousecn
hawkeshury.com.au

Food, including seafood,

| braakiast and cold-cuts platters,
by asvangenment,

Rates: Weakands (two nights)
$600 a room, minimum four
coupas [Jour nooms) to
maimLIm Sy couples

[six roomes).

Michweek (TuesWed, two
naghits) $1200 for one or two
couphes; midwesk three nights
600 a room, ririrmum four
COUPMES, Maximum six Couphes.

More: visitnswiourism. corm.au

We befriend an enthusiastic
golden retriever (s there any
other kind?) who inzisls on a long
game of stick-throwing.

He'z ferribly disappointed
when we stop the game, bul we
have a presiing appointment
with a seafood platier. which is
bedng delivered ot Tpm from the
Brooklyn fizsh shop, just across
the water.

There are hot and cold prawns
an entire baked lish, lobster; we've
barely room [or the choeolates and
cheese we found in the fridge.

By the following morning,
we're 20 relaxed and full we can
barely drag ourselves down to the
jetty Lo be delivered back to the
beach for our flight home.

It's a beautiful, largely unseen
gide of Syvdney, and if oulrageous
opulence isn't your style, there's
plenty of other accommodation
options around, from low-key
cabins to campsites.

Transport i5 as easy as catching
a train from the city o Hawkes
bury River station at Brooklyn,
driving up the const or taking the
seaplane, then arFanging a trans
fer by water taxl or catching the
regular ferry across to Little
Wobby Beach.

Just remember to wear shorts.
ILs the only way Lo travel

W The writer was a guest of
MNEW Tourism.

go $10,000 further
on your next holiday

Al Hertz, we want to help you travel far
and wide. So we're giving you the chance
1o win $10.000 s0 you can go further
on your next holiday. You could drive
around Australia, book a relaxing resort,
lake an exra-long break, or visit an exolic
location - it's up to you! Go to news.com.au/
hertzholidaydrives to enter. It's just
nmﬂmmm‘uhﬂmmpm
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